As students of the art and science of medicine and surgery, we are all the more pleased, however, when we have an opportunity of studying the doings and reading the thoughts of an experienced teacher. The sentiments of early veneration seem again to be recalled from the past of our primeval student life, when the opinions of the professor carried an overpowering authority, and sank with great weight into the very foundations of our knowlege, to form the buttresses which were destined to withstand, more or less perfectly, the waves of conflicting opinion, and the ever changing tides of fashion.
There is a disadvantage attendant upon publishing new books and new editions upon a trite and well-worn subject, which has engaged the attention of the best surgical intellects for cen- turies.
If we were asked to designate a subject in which it would be difficult to arrive, in these days, at anything which was at the same time both new and true, we should probably say lithotomy. So well has the ground been turned over here, and so tempting is the field for every labourer of eminence to put in his spade and leave his mark, that we have arrived at the pass that surgeons of great position have not thought it beneath their reputation to strive for the credit that might be due to a variation in the size, shape, and direction of an incision, which can have but very small influence upon the total result of cases.
In the first section of his work, accordingly, as might If the sub-prostatic portion of the levator ani be cut at all by the incisions, and is not cut freely enough, it is evident that by its subsequent involuntary and sustained contraction under irritation for the few days after the operation, the urine will be prevented from passing freely out of the wound, and will be directed above the muscle towards the dangerous proximity of the peritoneum through the deep pelvic fascia, a direction downwards and backwards, towrards which it has already a tendency from the action of gravity. It 
